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STAFF NEWS 

We have lost Zoe our Advanced Nurse Practitioner: she has joined 

locally merged practices.  We are actively recruiting but the 

competition for nurses is huge.  The shortage may be partly due to 

the face that NHS Pension schemes are not favourable.  We have 2 

new receptionists: Shannon Leggett and Humner Shaag.  There are 

no new administrators as the situation is currently stable. 

   

The Doctors’ Progress: Dr Weyell is doing well and should be back 

in March.  Dr Smithson has had lots of chemo and this may continue 

into the new year. The practice has had some regular locums, 2 

registrars and 1 FY2.  Dr Aga finishes with us in August 2019 and 

Dr Bulstrode finished in December.  Dr Jawed and Dr Lam started 

with us in December 2018 and will finish in April of this year. 

Wendy Chau, our Clinical Pharmacist, is always very busy when she 

is at the surgeries on Wednesdays.  She is doing a prescribing and 

minor illness course so that in the future she will be able to provide 

these services.  

Vaccines. There have been restrictions with 

these.  Deliveries were late and the Press blamed 

this on GPs.  40% was delivered in September, 

20% in October and 40% in November. Initially 



Fluad was for the over-75s only; it was then decided it should also 

be available for the over-65s, so more had to be procured.  

PRACTICE NEWS 

We are no longer merging with Priory Fields or the Acorn Practice; 

this is partly due to the potential size of the combined practices. 

Furthermore circumstances have changed since the merger was 

first mooted.  The Global Sum (pay per patient) has changed a 

little so the practices are all marginally better off.  Payments are 

made to practices according to the needs of their patients and the 

costs of providing primary care services are calculated using the  

Carr-Hill Formula. These services can be described as “essential” 

or “additional”.  Additional services cover: contraceptive services, 

vaccinations & immunisations, cervical screening, child health 

surveillance, maternity services and minor surgery services.  

Additional services provide extra funding. The Carr-Hill weighting 

factor also pays extra for a practice with more elderly people.  

 

PATIENTS FORUM AGM 

Our Annual General Meeting took place on 20th November.  The 

Chairman, Sandy Ferrelly, Secretary Maggie Middlemiss and the 

Treasurer Merle Bailey were all voted in. However, there were no 

nominations for a Vice-Chairman.  

 

FUND-RAISING 

The fund-raising scene changed this year when two members 

decided to leave the fund-raising group.  Two members remain, but 

neither wish to take on the Lead role.  The Patients Forum managed 

to get a stall together for the Godmanchester Gala which offered 

books and cards and 2 popular games. Many thanks go to the “ad 

hoc” members who helped out on the day.  Photos of the event were 

put up on the PF noticeboards.  So in 2018 we did not put on our 

usual quizzes and we didn’t have a stall for the Godmanchester 

Christmas Fair. However, we shall be putting on a quiz this month: 



Charles Hicks & Roman Gate 

Patients Forum 

QUIZ 
at St Mary’s Church Hall, Godmanchester 

on 

Friday 25th January 2019 at 7.30 pm 

Admission: £3 per person 

Teams of up to 6 people 

PRIZE FOR WINNERS 
 

                          
Bring your own drinks & nibbles 

RAFFLE:         

Fund-Raising for Examination 

Couches 

 



EVENTS 

A talk on “Men’s Health” was poorly attended. Two other talks 

were planned but were cancelled due to illness & staffing 

difficulties. So, this year topics may include: Diabetes, 

Rheumatoid Arthritis, Hypothyroidism, Children’s Mental Health, 

Mental Health in general, Fibromyalgia & how to cope with life 

changes.  

FINANCE (Report for Year August 2017 to July 2018) 

Once again, this year the sale of books was our biggest source of 

income, with Charles Hicks taking £269.20 and Roman Gate taking 

£423.21, making a total of £692.41. With regard to card sales, CH 

took £48.50 and RG £60, making a total of £108.50.  Many thanks 

go to Christine Lee of Godmanchester, who kindly keeps us 

supplied, free-of-charge, with her handmade cards. The Christmas 

Hamper raffles took £263 with an outlay of £90.90, giving us a 

profit of £172.10.  The GMC gala stall took £116.15 with 

expenditure of £41.00 giving us a profit of £75.15.  

EXPENDITURE Our biggest outlay was for the surgeries: 2 

adjustable stools, 2 adjustable couches   

£1,570.56, 2 bariatric chair s £407.88, and £60 

for window boxes for the RG surgery.      

   
Suggestion Box 

So far this year, we have received the following comments: 

1. We need a water dispenser such as they have in hospital 

clinics. Reply: They are very expensive to buy and the water has to 

be continually replenished at a price.  Please bring water with you 

2. Please make it easier to get repeat prescriptions. Reply: 

there are explanatory A4 sheets on the Patients Forum 

noticeboards.  You can help yourself to one.                                                


